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END IN SIGHT

FOR UNLIMITED

DEBATE IN U. S.

SENATE NOW

Senators, pazeji by 54-Ho- ur

Session, Awake to Need of

Gag Rule to Expedite Legis-

lation.

Remaking of Rules on Modern

Lines Expected to Do Away

With Ancient Tradition of

Blocking Vote.

By JUDSON C. WELLIVER.
The tradition of unlimited debate

in the Senate is in sight of its end.
Worn out physically, exhausted

in nerves, disgusted in mind, and
impressed by the pitiful futility of
trying to do business under rules
that seem to have been devised for
the particular purpose of prevent-
ing business, Senators came out of
the daze at the end of the fifty-four-ho- ur

session on the shipping
bill, determined as they never have
been before to create some rule
that shall make it" possible to force
an issue on legislation, and to

prune away the ancient privilege
of the high-spee- d talkers to pre-

vent action.
A perfect flood of resolutions

looking to modification of the rule
on this point has been poured into

the Senate hopper, or is being
dammed up in the studies of Sena-

tors by the process of preparation.
It is confidently predicted that if
there is an extra session, perhaps
if there is none, this question of
remaking the rules on modern lines
will very soon be forced to a vote.

What a Filibuster Is.
Jn order to understand what the rule-docto- rs

are trying to accomplish. It Is
necessary to know just what a filibus-
ter Is, what makes It possible, and what
It can accomplish.

First, there Is no "picvious question"
In the Venule The pievlous question Is
the almost universally established de-

vice of parliamentary piocedure to shut
off useless, debate and bring a vote. If
the Senate peimltted, under its rules,
a member might rise and say: '"Mr.

(Continued on Sixth rage.)

ANOTHER PLEDGES .

,000 FOR SUNDAY

Another pledge of 11.000 for the Billy
Sunday guarantee fund was offered the
Sunday committee today by a prominent
Presbyterlnn laymen, who asked that
his name be withheld.

William Knowies Cooper and the Rev.
Dr. Clarence Vincent will go to Phila-
delphia on Tuesday to confpr with Mr.
Sundav and with his manager as to
tho exact requirements for extending a
formal call. These gentlemen then will
report to tho committee of ten, which
will proceed to organize the laiger com-
mittee, on which all denominations of
the city are to be lepresenled. and this
large committee will, In turn,, appoint
all necessary subcommittees and effect
n, permanent organization for the pro-
posed campaign.

Dr. Vincent and Mr. Cooper will ask
Mr. Sunday about a possible date for
Washington, and it Is expected that this
date will be next fall, for tho evangel-
ist has expressed a desire to come to
Washington at the same time, as far
as possible, as his Baltimore campaign.
He is booked for Baltimore next Janu-
ary.

Three Nations Pledged
To Suppress Opium Trade

THE HAGUE, Feb. 1L'. China, the
United States, and the Netherlands are
now pledged to tho suppression of the
opium trade and to tho abolition of in-

ternational traffic in habit-formin- g

drugs. The agreement formulated at
Urn International Opium Conference,
held here last year, was today signed
on behalf of the United States by Dr.
Ilfnr Van lke Tang Tsing-Fou- r. for
the Chine) Republic, and Foreign Min-
ister Louden for the Netherlands.

In illhcusslncr tho signing of theagieement, which, because of the war.
will not at present be entered Into In
11k other nation aftlllaled with theeonfcicncc. Dr Van Dvke declared thatit wmld 'wive millions of lives"
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President Refuses
Every Compromise

Chief Executive Is Set Upon Re-

ceiving Action on Present
Shipping Bill.

Despite the efforts being made by
Democratic leaders in the House to
persuade President Wllston to accept
an amendment to the Gors ship pur-
chase bill, ofllcials close to the l'resl-de- nt

say that he has dollnltcly andfinally decided to compromise no fur-
ther.

Regarding the Gore bill as the ulti-
mate concession which he can moke to
the progressive Republicans, the Presi-
dent Is evidently determined to make
no move to bring back the seven

Democrats In the Benate. itIs stated that the proposition to amendthe Gore bill by the Insertion of a pro-
vision requiring the Government to
abandon the shipping enterprise In two
years, suggested by House leaders as a
"sop" to the" seven bolting Democrats,
finds no response from the Chief Ex-
ecutive, who seems willing, even at the
risk of an extra session, to be per-
manently at odds with the opponents
In his own party ranks.

attemptToTIce

IP BILL THROUGH

Administration Leaders Try to

Pass Motion Calling For
Vote on February 9.

A determined attempt to force through
the ship purchase bill waa made by Ad-

ministration leaders In the Senate a lit-

tle before 2 o'clock this afternoon. Sen-
ator Reed of Missouri moved to adopt
his resolution providing for a vote on
ship purchase February 19. Senator
Reed called .for the yeas and nays on
tho resolution with such suddenness that
the Republican leaders were all butcaught napping.

Senator Galllnger quickly moved to
refer the Reed resolution to the Rules
Committee He and Senator Smoot pro-
tested that under, the rules it should' koto the Rules Committee. Senator Reed
moved to table tho Galllnger motion
to refer. A roll call followed. It waa
taken In admist of no little excitement
and suspense.

Senator Reed's motion to table was
defeated 46 to 43. Senator Kenyon votedagainst tabling and Senators Norrls and
La Follette voted for the Reed motion.

A sharp parliamentary battlo fol-
lowed In which various maneuvers were
made to force tho Reed motion to pas- -

An Important development today In
me snip purcnaae Miuauon was the ac-
tion of tho Senate Rules Committee Inturning down Plana for the adoption ofa rule to gag debate.

The Rules Committee voted to report
unfavorably both the Williams cloture
Plan and the Owen Cloture plan. The
committee has ten members, six Demo-
crats nnd four Republicans. Only Sen- -,

atom Kern, Lea and Williams voted fortheso cloture plans. Senators Overman,
O'Gorman and Hoke Smith, of theDemocrats, and all the Republicans op-
posed them.

Guard Doubled On
Grand Trunk Line

Plot Reported to Dynamite Prop-

erty of Canadian Road
In Maine.

PORTLAND. Me., Feb. 12.-- An official
warning issued by tho Grand Trunk
railway In Montreal has caused the of-

ficials. In this city to double the guard
already placed on the Grand Trunk
property In Maine.

The first to receive the notification
that a plot to dynamite the property
was suspected was Jonn M. Ridden,
Portland agent of the Grand Trunk. He
Immediatel called upon the police and
plain clothes men were assigned to
guard the yards, bridges, and stations.

It is reported that further advices re.
celvpd today cauied this guard to be
doubled all along the lines.

Lincoln's Birthday Made
"Unemployment Day"

NEW YORK. Feb. 12. Lincoln's
Birthday was "unemployment day" In
many cities of the United States today.
Under the auspices of the Socialist
party, inassmeetlngB were held all over
the country to demand legislation to
bring the Jobless man and a Job to-
gether.

The national executive committee call-
ed uporueach of these demonstrations to
voice a protest against charity. Social-
ists everywhere were urged to wire their
Congressmen a demand that thep sup-
port legislation for tho establishment of
Government employment agencies, for
unemployment insurance and for putting
Jobless men at work on public Improve-
ments.

Five massmeetings and a parade were
held In New York. Meyer London, Cong-

ressman-elect, was one of the speakers.

Government Wants No
Keepers for Lepers

rersons peeking employment oa
guards, nurses or keepers In leper col-

onies, will hae tb look elsewhere than
the Public Hialth Servire, according to
an official announcement fro mthat
service today.

Strange as it may seem the Public
Health authorities are being deluged
with hundreds of applications for such
service from eery section of the United
States

No 'eper colonies are maintained by
the United States Government, the an-
nouncement states. Institutions of this
character, have, it Is explained, been
established under the control of the.

arlous States, teirltoiial, or Insular
nuthotttics, In California, Louisiana,
Mesasehusetts, Hawaii, the Philippines,
nnd Porto Rico.

Congressman Kiess'
Automobile Burned

An automobile belonging to Congress-
man E. It. Kles-t- . of C'eniihyvanla was
destroyed b Hip at Fifteenth and M
Mreels nortliwcM tud.i The cause of
the flic could nut be ascei tallied.

Jerry Mills, chauffeur for Congrots-i- n

an KIcss, was In the machine at the
Urn.

mm suit is

DEMDIBAL;
PRESS RESPONSIBLE

"Extreme Abuse of New York

Papers in Reporting Case"
Given as Reason.

KLEIST TOLD OF "ATTACK"

Millionaire Defendant Indignant.

Says He Agrees Entirely

With Judge.

NEW YORK. Feb. 12. The tilal of
Max Kleist's 1250,000 suit against Ed-

ward N. Breltung. the .millionaire, and
Mrs. Brcitung, his parents-in-la- for
alienation of his wife's affections, came
to an abrupt end today when Judge
Hand declared a mistrial and dis-
charged the Jury, giving as his reason
"the extreme abuse of the press of
New York In reporting this case."

Young Kleist's intervlow with report-
ers before court opened yesterday morn-
ing wai the cause. Several New York
papers printed Kleist's declaration that
after his secret marriage to Juliet Brel-tun- e

he was "beaten up" by thugs
both here and In New Mexico, where
her millionaire father obtained work
for him In a mine.

Publication Prejudicial.
"Publication of this Interview was ex-

ceedingly prcjudlcal to tho defense,"
said Judge Hand. "The obvious Infer-
ence was that the defense was connect-
ed with this assault That the press
of New York should print this story dur-
ing the progress of the trial Is a fine In-
stance of the impossibility of obtaining
Justice in this community."

Judge Hand took action aa the casewas drawing to an end. William Johnsa mlno foreman from New Mexico, had
Just testified for tho defense that young
Kleist's duties were not dangerous In
the mlno to which the Michigan million,
aire sent him after his elopement withhis daughter.

Mrs. Breltung was preparing to takethe witness stand when Attorney Nlcholl,
for the defense, called the court's at-
tention to the publication.

Would Hit Papers.
Judge Hand considered the news-

paper article for a few minutes and
then declared a mistrial, expressing
ihe wish that he could assess the costs
against New York newspapers thatprinted the ctory. He directed thatthe case bo set at the foot of thecalendar for retrial.
..'jw."t r,n 8Ty." said Klelst. "Idldn t know I wan doing anythingwrong. Hut what I said wan true."Breltung was Indignant.

"I fool the same way as the Judge."
he said, heatedly, "only I would haveexpressed it with more force."

FnTlWlN
EFFORT TO EIO LIFE

George C. Mountcastle, Bright- -

wood Hotel Proprietor, III,

Fires Bullet Into Breast.

George C. Mountcastle, sixty-eig- ht

years old. proprietor of the Bright-woo- d

Hotel, at Rrlghtwood, D. C, tried
to end his life shortly before noon to-
day, when he sent three bullets from
a revolver Into ills left
breast The missiles merely caused
flesh wounds, and the would-b- e suicide,
who weighs VJ) pounds. Is not serloinly
Injured, according to physicians. Un-

less complications set In he will recover
from his wounds, the doctors say.

"I tried to end my life, but have
made a bad job of It," Mountcastle
told policemen and doctors at his bed-
side In the hotel a short whllo after
he had shot hlmsolf.

When Policeman Fugett, of the Tenthprecinct, who is stationed at the inter-
section of Georgia avenue and the
Rrlghtwood road, In front of tho hotel,
reached the latter's bedroom, afterhearing the shots, tho hotel proprietor
was sitting In a chair. He told Fugett
that he had shot himself three times,
and said that he wished to die in peace.

Fugett summoned the Casualty Hos-
pital ambulance, and then telephoned to
the Walter Reed Hospital for a phM-cla- n.

Physicians and ambulances from
both Institutions responded, Mount-
castle talked freely to the doctors while
they were examining his wounds.

Friends of the Injured man say that
he has been worrying recently over the
loss of his saloon license, which was
taken away under that provision of the
excise law which prohibit? saloons west
of Kansas avenue northwest. Mount-
castle Is married, and has four grown
children.

IN CONGRESS TODAY.

SENATE.
Senator I,ee of Maryland reads Gettys-

burg address.
Rules Committee decides against cloture

plans.
Contingent Expenses Committee de- -

eides against Penrose-SulUva- n investi-
gation.

Ship pin chase situation still uncertain.
HUU.SE.

House met at 11 o'clock.
Congressman Russoll read Lincoln's

Gettysburg uddros.
Coi ,;iesMiiun Gouhlen and Sherwood

, aid tribute to Lincoln's memory.
1'iivate pension bills -- ahbej.
Debate resumed on sundry civil hill.
Conference among leaders continued

over shipping bill fight.

JLincoln Address
Read In House

Congressman Gouldcn Declares
Words at Gettysburg Were

Not Understood at Time.
Observing Abraham Lincoln's birthday

anniversary, Congressman Goulden of
New York, tho only Houuo member who
heard Lincoln's Gettysburg address, to-

day told tho Houso how It was received
without demonstration. Gouldcn said
Lincoln's voice trembled as he began,
and at the close there was no applause.
Its Impart being only faintly grasped by
the audience.

Congressman Russell of Missouri read
the celebrated address to the House.

At tho suggestion of Senator O'Gor-
man, Lincoln's Gettysburg speech was
read to the Senate by Senator Blair Lee
of Maryland.

SISSONlOSESTiGHT

T HOSPITALS

Appropriations for Providence
and Garfield Remain in District

Budget.

Despite the efforts of Congressman
Sisson of Mississippi to strike from
the sundry civil appropriation bill the
appropriations of $19,000 each for tho
Providence and Gartleld Hospitals, to
take care of the Indigent alck of the
District, the items remain in the
annual budget today. The House
voted down Mr. Slsson's motions to
strike out the items, after Mr. Sisson
had charged that sectarianism enters
Into tho management of the Provi-
dence Hospital.

Congiessman Sisson said he had no
criticism of tho management of
either institution and he commended
the work thev were doing, but he con-
tended that they ought not to be con-
nected with the Federal Treasury.

Congressman Page of North Carolina,
chairman of the subcommittee In
charge of the District appropriation
bill, declared that the Washington Asy-
lum Hospital Is overcrowded, that 223
patients are forced Into a space barely
large enough for 175. He reminded the
House that a municipal hospital Item Is
now pending in the District appropria-
tion bill, which Is In conference. lie
said, however, that If the two Items
proponed to be dropped by Congress-
man SIhhoii are not carried In the act,
there will be no way of providing for
a large nun ber rtf h.dlgent sick before
municipal hospital erected.

Chairman Fitzgerald, of the Appro-
priations Committee, read the act In-

corporating the Providence Hospital,
and asserted that It was not sectarian
In any way.

EXPUUNS DRAFTING

HUTCHINS' LAST WILL

Attorney Worthington Continues
on Stand Under Direct Ex-

amination.

Attorney A. S. Worthington contin-
ued today, under direct examination be-

fore Justice Andervon, in Criminal
Court No. 2, to relate the circumstances
under which he drafted tnc l.iBt will
of Stllson HuUhlns. In October, 1910.

which Is being contested.
Mi. Worthington jald that he had be-

fore him previous wills executed by the
millionaire, as well as documents con-
taining statements of Mr. Hutchlns'
tlnancial affairs. His
by Attorney Frank J. Hogan, represent-
ing the caveator, will begin next week.

Tim matter of William J. Dante, trus-
tee and collector for the Hutchlns es-
tate, obtaining J.'i0,0O from the cstato
with which to curtail loan on the stock
of the Mergenthaler Linotype Companv,
will be hrougnt up before Justice Sld-do-

in Equity Court, No. 2, tomorrow
by Brandenburg & Brandenburg, coun-
sel for Mr. Dante. In a petition tiled
todaj It Is stated that because of theexisting financial depression and tho
European war, the company failed to
declare the usual dividend, and that the
value of tho stock Is depreciating and
banks holding the stock as collateral
have asked for the curtailment of cer-
tain loans.

Election Inquiry
Halted in Senate

Proposed Probe Aimed at Penrose
and Sullivan, Blocked in

Committee.
The pioposed Senate Investigation into

the campaign expenditures in Illinois
and Pennslvaula, ab well a other
States where corruption is charged, waa
blocked todav In tho Committee on Con-
tingent Expenses of tho Senate. The
inquiry was to be aimed at Senator
Pentose and Roger Sullivan.

The committee, by vote of 2 to 1, de-

cided against the Norrls rcboliilipn pro-
posing the Investigation.

Senators Williams und Dillingham
voted against the Norrls resolution, and
Senator HriHtow for It. The Senators
who opposed it did bo on the theory
that the present Oongress has no au-
thority to investigate the titles to teals
of members of the next Congress.

Senatar Norri.s was much tllbiipiiolntcd
over the outcome. He will tr to hae
the committee consider the resolution
again. Senators Reed and Shafioth, of
tho committee, were absent, and he has
some hope he can get action later, when
there is a full committee.

Shoe Men Ask $250,000.
MONTREAL. Quebec. Feb. i:. Alleg-

ing that hr had opiead falce reports
about the quality of the shoes the

the Canadian ttoops llulituu In
France, the Ames Ilolijcn-Mi-Cicad- v

Company. Limited toda sued Clarence
J. McC'ualK for f.50,000 damuges.

THEATER PAfiTIES H

IB IS LATEST

ASSOC PLAN

Cars Will Be Stationed at Cen-

tral Garage, To Be Called on

Short Notice.

WILL ALSO CARRY SCHOLARS

Plan Is to Take Members of

Schools to All Parts of the

District for Five Cents.

Jitneys at the beck and call of every
icsldent of Washington is the hope of
tho Jitney Bub Association of Washing-
ton, according to the program planned
today for the future of this form of
transportation.

Washington's jitneys to the riding
public without automobiles are to be
what the limousine Is to the well-to-d-

If the efforts of Chairman Andrew 1.

Hlckey and his associates In the com-

pany are successful.
The latest angle of usefulness to

which the Jitney Is to be directed Is the
transportation of theater parties, picnic
parties and other moderate sized com-

panies. Available Jitneys are to be sta-

tioned at a central garage subject to
immediate call. All that will be neces-

sary will be to telephone one's order
to the central office of the company
and jitney cars will be available
when desired. The round trip to the
theater or other place of amusement
will be made for the single fare of S

cents each way.

School Seeks Information.
Chairman Hlckoy today announced

that he had been communicated with
by authorities of Mrs. Homers' School
to explain the proposed Jitney serv-
ice for schools and colleges. Mr.
Hlckey replied that he would trans-
port any .number of the student of
th school from the to any
pait of the District for a fare of 6
cents. The same arrangements will
apply to all other educational Insti-
tutions, lodges, or organized bodies
or to individuals who can guarantee
car loads.

T4ie largest jitney car thus far sign-
ed In the association will accommo-
date, ten passengers Including the
driver. The smallest car will hold
the chauffeur and two passengers.

It Is expected that within n short
time after the Inauguration of the
service, the. regular Jitney bus will
be installed here. In fact Chairman
Hlckey received word today that Mr.
Mayhem, who introduced the sight-
seeing cars, will early In March be
prepared to take up the matter of
furnishing specially constructed cars
for service in Washington. It is the
plan of the association to advance,
money to its members for purchasing
regular Jitney buses, if they so desire.

Limited To District.
It was definitely decided today that

the aervlce would be limited to the Dis-
trict. Routes will be established to
terminate at the points along tho Dis-
trict line where buses from Maryland
und Virginia may pick up the Wash-
ington patrons and for an additional
fare to complete the trip. The same
arrangement will apply when the Dtb-trl-

jitneys receive passengers fromVirginia or Maryland cars an addi-
tional fare will he charged.

The romtemplated service to Congress
Heights will not be Inagurated until
the jitney service in the city section
has been thoroughly established. As
quickly as all the city routes are In
good working order, however, the as-
sociation intends to hasten the work of
expanding ths service.

ESCAPE, HALF CLAD,

Fl BURNING HOI E

West Riverdale Couple Lose
House Valued at $4,500
and Contents Worth $7,000

Awakened by the smell of smoke, Mr.
and Mrs. Edward B. Martin, of West
Riverdale, had Just time to escape,
half-cla- from their burning home at
4:W o'clock this morning.

Groping blindly through the heavy
smoke, they found the first floor In
flames, but the stairway exit was not
vet cut off. The alarm was sent to
Hyattsvlllc. and the Rev. D. C. Kco-na- n,

of St Jerome's Catholic Church,
rang the bell of his church for nearly
half an hour to summon help.

Firemen devoted themselves to n
strenuous effort to save nearbv houses.

. The Martin home was burned nenrlr
, to the ground before they could reach
. the scene. A bucket brigade prevented
. sparka from catching the shingles of
I the rarby buildings. Mayor Greaser.
I of Hyattsvllle, took personal charge of
I the firo fighters.

There was no time to bave valuable
Jewelry and diamonds from the house.
The building was valued at M.6O1), uil
Its contents at more than i'.noo. The
former Is covered by Insurance.

State Department Asks
Delay Over Wilhelmina

Dela of British prUe court proceed-
ings over the belzurn of the American
cargo of the American steamship Wil-
helmina....... ias asked by the Staff Depart- -

' ,...1... .1 ll.n n :.
iiii-i- ivtif ,11 inr iimiiits request

They hoped in establish a case strong
enough to n lease the cargo without the
court procedure.

HIS PEFI STARTS NEW
DIPLOMATIC TANGLE

Photo by American Pre Association.
HENRY VAN DYKE,

United Staten minister to the Neth-
erlands and the Grand Duchy of
Luxemburg.

HOLLIS TO REPORT

SOCIAL CENTER BILL

Finds District Committee Fav-

orable to House Plan for

School Buildings.

Senator Hollls of New Hampshire lias
been authored! by the District f0li
mltlee of tho Stnatet o make a favorable
report on the House bill providing for
the use of school buildings for social
centers

Benator Hollls was authorized to poll
the committee and did so, tlndlng a ma-Jori- tv

of the members faor of the
House measure. The Senate has passed
one hill on this subject, and the House
another, and the action of the Senate
District Committee piohabU means
thnt the Senate will accpf the House
bill.

CnatA. HoIIIm rndpnvnrf.fi tn mnkA a
report on the bill to the Senate this
afternoon. bJt was prevented by an ob-
jection by Senator Heed Senator Roed
laid he would not object to the report
tomorrow.

The District Committee failed to mas-
ter a quorum today.

Wants Political
Articles Signed

Congressman Ben Johnson Offers
Bill Compelling Newspapers

to Give Author's Name.
A bill to require all newspapers and

periodicals published in the District to
sign political articles with the name ot
the author was Introduced in the House
today by Congressman Ben Johnson,
of the District Committee.

Congressman Johnson provides dras-
tic penalties for any publisher aflllng
to signify the writer of stories on po-

litical subjects. His bill provides:
"That every article, whether news or

editorial In character, published in a
newspaper, periodical, or magazine pub-
lished in the District of Columbia which
relates to political subject matter shall
be signed with the full name of the au-
thor of such article."

It Is further provided that a publisher
violating the proposed law bhall be
warned upon his first offense by the
Postmaster General; for the second of-

fense the publisher Is to lose the sec-

ond class mall privilege; for a third
offense the publisher is to be denied the
right to send his publication through
the mall, and, in addition, he shall
bo fined any sum not exceeding $10,000,

and shall also be confined in Jail for any
period not exceeding one year.

Machinist Found Dead
From Gas in His Room

I. L. Hultzgreen, aged fifty-fiv- a
machinist employed by the Washington
Steel and Ordnance Company, was found
deud in his room at 114S Water ftrcet
southwest shortly after k o'clock this
morning. Death was due to Illuminat-
ing gas.

Hultzgreen. It in believed, was acci-
dentally asphyxiated. The body was.
in an upright position in an armchair
when found. A pipe w hlch the man
had been smoking had fallen from hU
hand It is tnought that he fell asleep
In the chair and accidentally discon-
nected with his feet tho tube attached
to a small gas stove.

Sight-Seein- g Cars Not
Under Utilities Board

The Public rtilitles Commission. In
accordance with an opinion of Cum ad
H. S.Miie, counsel for the commission,
dclried today that sightseeing vehicles
do not come under its supervision.

A mctlnt of the comm'sslon was held
following the tegular HiiiMwcclcly meet-
ing of the Uoard of District Commis-
sioners, at which It was decided to pur-
chase an addition to the Petworth
School at a cost not to exceed $1,1,400.
The plan of holding meetings runsduy
and Fridays for the consideration of
1 online uftairs, it wuti said, is meeting
with succehs. and greatly facilitates the
disposal of public business.

HOME
EDITION

U. S. ASKS BERLIN
FOR EXPLANATION
IN VAN DYKE CASE

Fresh Note Protests Germany's Action in

Interfering With American Minister's

Performance of
Envoy to

Duties

Luxemburg

SITUATION GROWS MORE ACUTE

State Department Has No Official Knowl-

edge of Reported Sinking of Amer-ca- n

Vessel By Russians British

Answer to First Protest

Strong representations were sent today to the German
government protesting against the action of German mili-

tary authorities in interfering with the diplomatic duties of
United States Minister Henry Van Dyke, representing this
country at The Hague and in the grand duchy of Luxem-
burg, and demanding an explanation.

Coming on the heels of the vigorous note sent yes-terd- ay

to the Berlin government regarding the German
war zone decree, today's communication served to increase"
the tension of the international situation.

Secretary of State ' Bryan admitted having received
word from Minister Van Dybfe concerning the alleged inter-ft-en- ce

wtih his duties, and the minister's vain to
obtain an explanation or apology. He added that he had
this morning directed a note to United States Ambassador
Gerard to be transmitted to the German foreign office.

According to the complaint made by Minister Van
Dyke, the German military commander at Treves had re-
fused to permit his letters to pass because they were closed
with the seal of the American legation. Under all precepts
of international law, the official correspondence of a neutral
diplomat in belligerent territory i& supposed to be regarded
as inviolable. ,

SINKING OF U. S. SHIP NOT CONFIRMED.
Secretary Bryan claimed to have no

official knowledge of the repoit that
the Russians, on February 8. sank the
steamer Washington. sailing tho
American flag. It is understood, how-
ever, that confirmation of this report,
stating that the accident occurred dur-
ing a naval engagement between the
Russians and Turks off Trebizond, has
been cabled to the State Department by
Henry Morgenthau, United 8tates am-
bassador at Constantinople.

While It Is not known whether the
steamer was actually an American ves-
sel, and while It Is understood that alio
was manned by Greek officers and crew,
the ship was regularly euguged In
carrying American and other Red Cross
supplies between Constantinople and
t reblzond.
H Is expected that if inquiries de-

velop the fact that the vessel was of
American registry, vigorous demand
will be made on Russia for satisfac-
tion.

The State Department received In
small Installments todaS the supple-
mentary reply from Great Krltalii to
the American protest sent the first
of the year, complaining against the
seizure and detentoln of American
ships by Kngllsh authorities. The
communication Is about 7.000 words
In length, and represents the full
statement of England's position.

It Is understood to plead as excuse
the emergencels of the present kIIu-atto- n

and the vital necessity, from
Kngland's standpoint, of preventing
any contraband articles from teaching
Oermany. It Is said to be friendly In
tone and expresses the wish to re-
lieve American commerce as far us
possible from undue hardships.

Profoundly conscious ot the possioi
consequences of Its sharp warning to
Great Britain and Germany against
violation by those nations of Ame-ica- n

rights at sea. the Administration today
gave every evidence ot its intention not
to weaken on either ot its protest.
Grimly aware that these protests, par-
ticularly the one to Germany, admitted
ot no turning back, members of the
Cabinet assembled In the President s
private study at the White House : ml
discussed the entire situation with him
for more than two hours.

The situation admittedly Is tenfc
mindful of the fact that ench belliger

Berlin Journals
War Zone

BERLIN (via wireless), Kcb. l'. -- The
Berlin newspapers are chary with com-

ment on the United States' letter, but
there la a general justification of the
government in the few editorials
printed.

The Tagcs Zeltung points out that the
suggestion that submarines must ascer-
tain beyond tho possibility of mistake
that the ship to be attacked Is a Brit-
ish one cannot always be compiled with.
It demands how- - a mine that has been
planted Is to distinguish what flag a
ship Is flying and insists that the Ger-
man government is well within Its
rights when It announces that neutral
vessels entering the war zone after the
date fixed by the German government
do so at their own rlt-U- .

Already It says Hamburg shipping
experts point out that 113 British ships,

His As

efforts

ent has Bought to place responsibility
for Its action on some other, the United
States has taken the attitude that both
governments w'lll be accountable to
Washington for any hat 111 that mav
come to American interests. It ii
plainly stated in the note to Great Brit-
ain that should an American vessel and
American lives be destroyed by rcasoi
of the cont'nued use by Btitish vessels
of the American flag. Great Britain
must shaic a measure of the blame.

However finely the attempt has been
made in some quaiters to draw a dis-
tinction between the terms "protest"
and "warning." as applied to the two
notes, members of the Diplomatic Corps
here regard both communication as flat
demands on Germany and Kngland to
reverse the policies adopted h them In
their effotts to ignore the rights of neu-
tral nations.

Little Short of Ultimatum.
The note to German, warning that

country that she must answer to the
United States if American vessels or
American lives are injured or de3trojeri
In the entoi cement of the German war
zone decree, Is regarded among diplo-
mats as little shoit of an ultimatum.

In this way the United States has
to the steps taken bj Germany

and Great Britain In their contest for
control of the channels of commerce
Great Britain's contention that picce-de- nt

justlflc her use of the American
flag to escape attack by German sub-
marines is held by the United Slato
to be untenable.

To German.v'a plea that the deceptive!
ubc of a neutral flag bv her enemy
makes It Impossible for her to insurn
the .safet of bona tide essels, the
United States makes answer that if
one vessel is destroyed the United
States will take such action as may b
necessary to .safeguard American llve.i
and property.

Inasmuch as the German war iom
decree will not go into effect until Feh-tunr- y

li, a leplj from Ocrn.anv is not
expected for sevn-a- l das On the other
hand, the fact that Kngland has

used the Ameilran flag in the
manner complnlned of leads the Admln-Ifllatio- n

to beliese that a rc.pl from
London will tie received within a day or
two

Justify German
After U. S. Note

with a total tonnage of SOS.uoo tons, have
been destroyed.

The other ncusiian-i- s lal.e Hlmilae
; grounds.

Colored Man Confesses
He Killed Brothers

HLIZABETHTON. N. .1., Feb. l.--
coloied man, under an est here as
ansyerlng tho description of n em-plo-

of Alfonso 1",. Gardner, of Bal
tlniorc. found slain several days ago
near Welukn, Fla toda confessed
Hilling Gardner as woll as hl.s broth
or. Horace B. Gardner, of Sprlngficl"
Muss., who is missing, according t
the authorities.

The prisoner said he was made
dance at the nolnt of 11 mm niul ln.,

In revenge shot both mtn.

vH


